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No lie; few weak branches in George Washington’s recent family tree

by Rommy Faversham

It was a return to championship form for George Washington at
Ascot on September 23 as the three-year-old Danehill colt exhibited
a brilliant late turn of foot to capture the
$475,171 Queen Elizabeth I1 Stakes (Eng-G1),
1% lengths ahead of Araafa.

The victory over a particularly deep field of
European milers, including many of his best
peers and elders, could earn the bay colt a
trip to Churchill Downs as a force to be reck-
oned with in the Breeders’ Cup Mile (G1) on
November 4.

Last year, George Washington was named
Europe’s champion juvenile colt after winning
the National (Ire-G1), Phoenix (Ire-G1), and
Railway (Ire-G2) Stakes at the Curragh. He
kicked off his classic season with a smashing daylight victory in the
Two Thousand Guineas (Eng-G1).

George Washington sustained an injury to some hip muscles when
running second to Araafa in the Irish Two Thousand Guineas (Ire-
G1), and did not return until August 27 in the Celebration Mile (Eng-
G2) at Goodwood, where he finished a good third.

His record now stands at six wins from nine career starts.

George Washington was bred in Ireland by Lael Stables, best known
as the owners and breeders of this year’s Kentucky Derby (G1) hero
Barbaro.

He is one of four winners out of the stakes-placed winning
Alysheba mare Bordighera, already distinguished for having pro-
duced Grandera, named Europe’s 2002 champion older horse at
age four when triumphant in Group 1 events in England, Ireland,
and Singapore.

George Washington’s grandam, Blue Tip (Fr) won the 1985 Prix
Penelope (Fr-G3). Farther back, his tail-female line becomes much
lessaccomplished, including unraced third, fourth, and fifth dams with
an associated scarcity of major winners.

George Washington hails from the 13th international crop of shut-
tle sire par excellence Danehill, the first stallion to ever sire more than
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three hundred stakes winners. Now boasting a phenomenal 211 group
or graded stakes winners, Danehill’s current total progeny earnings
of $234,104,050 through September 29 ranks second only to Sunday
Silence on the all-time list.

Danehill died following a paddock accident at Coolmore Ireland in
May 2003. The breed-shaping Danzig horse currently is represented
by his final crop of two-year-olds, which already includes Group 1 win-
ners Holy Roman Emperor and Simply Perfect.

The Danzig male line has done particularly well with the daughters
of Alysheba. Besides George Washington and Grandera, a son of
Danzig’s paternal grandson Grand Lodge, there also have been mul-
tiple group or graded stakes winners Century City (Ire), Air Eminem,
and Belleski.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.



