
by Rommy Faversham
Threading his way through a full field of

classic hopefuls, Jazil rallied from last to first
to earn a 11⁄4 length vic-
tory in the 138th running
of the Belmont Stakes
(G1) on Saturday.

The 11⁄2 mile, $1-mil-
lion Belmont was the first
stakes win for the small,
but exquisitely bred
Seeking the Gold colt.

Previously, Jazil fin-
ished in a dead-heat for

fourth in the Kentucky Derby (G1), nine and
one-half lengths behind Barbaro. Before that,
he was a fast closing second to Bob And John
in the Wood Memorial Stakes(G1).

On May 4 in this column, I suggested that
Jazil could be the best bred participant on this
year’s Triple Crown trail. His pedigree fea-
tures the cross of a world-class stallion with a
regally bred broodmare. Furthermore, it is a
union that begets a series of valuable inbreeding
patterns.

Bred in Kentucky by Skara Glen Stables,
Jazil is the second winner from the Deputy
Minister mare Better Than Honour, winner of
the 1998 Demoiselle Stakes (G2) at age two
and multiple Grade 1-placed as a three-year-
old. Jazil’s second dam, Blush With Pride, cap-
tured the 1982 Kentucky Oaks (G1) and Santa
Susana Stakes (G1) and produced three graded
or group stakes winners.

Jazil’s family is anchored by his third dam,
the stakes winning Best In Show, who was
named 1982 Broodmare of the Year. Best In
Show has initiated one of the world’s most suc-
cessful contemporary Thoroughbred tribes.
Her descendants include multiple G1 winners

Aldebaran, Denon, Spinning World, Xaar, and
El Gran Senor.

Jazil hails from the 13th crop of the renowned
Mr. Prospector stallion Seeking the Gold, who
stands for $125,000 at Claiborne Farm in Paris,
Kentucky. Seeking the Gold’s progeny earn-
ings are now $73,785,656.

Of note, ten of the last twelve Belmont Stakes
winners have shared tail-male descent to Mr.
Prospector, which represents the largest clus-
ter of sire line success in the long history of
this race.

Jazil’s pedigree features a 4X4 cross of the
half brothers Hasty Road and Traffic Judge cre-
ating inbreeding to their dam, stakes winner

and 1954 Broodmare of the Year Traffic Court.
His pedigree also carries a 4X5 cross of the

close relatives Busanda and Mr. Busher (sire
of Jazil’s fourth dam Stolen Hour) who are
both by War Admiral out of daughters of the
great matriarch La Troienne.

Jazil was purchased for $725,000 at the 2004
Keeneland September yearling sale by Shad-
well Stable owned by Sheikh Hamdan bin
Rashid al Maktoum of Dubai.

The word, jazil, means abundant in arabic.
And Jazil’s pedigree is abundant in quality.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist
and author living in Los Angeles. More of his
work is available at  http://www.equicross.com
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PEDIGREE PROFILE

Native Dancer 50

Raise You 46

Nashua 52

Sequence 46

Tom Fool 49

Busanda 47

Hasty Road 51

Flitabout 45

Northern Dancer 61

Victoria Regina 58

Bunty’s Flight 53

Shakney 64

Red God 54

Runaway Bride (GB) 62

Traffic Judge 52

Stolen Hour 53

Raise a Native 61
838 fls, 78 SWs
SI 3.14 DI=1.57

Gold Digger 62
12 fls, 3 SWs
DI=2.23

Buckpasser 63
313 fls, 35 SWs
SI 4.32 DI=1.34

Broadway 59
10 fls, 4 SWs
DI=1.14

Vice Regent 67
672 fls, 105 SWs
SI 2.83 DI=3.86

Mint Copy 70
7 fls, 1 SW
DI=7.00

Blushing Groom (Fr) 74
512 fls, 92 SWs
SI 4.76 DI=1.52

Best in Show 65
17 fls, 4 SWs
DI=0.87

Mr. Prospector 70
7 wins, $112,171, SW
1178 fls, 180 SWs
SI 5.08 DI=3.95

Con Game 74
2 wins, $24,080
10 fls, 3 SWs
DI=1.32

Deputy Minister 79
12 wins, $696,964
Champion
1093 fls, 85 SWs
SI 3.34 DI=3.67

Blush With Pride 79
6 wins, $536,807, SW
15 fls, 3 SWs
DI=1.71

Seeking the Gold 85
739 fls, 74 SWs
SI 3.65 DI=3.15

Better Than Honour 96
4 fls, 1 SW
DI=2.00

Jazil, b. c., 2003

Belmont Stakes winner Jazil’s pedigree abundant in class
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