PEDIGREE PROFILE

South African stars shine on Dubai World Cup night

by Rommy Faversham

The planet’s two richest turf races, run as part of the Emirates Air-
line Dubai World Cup (UAE-G1) undercard on March 29 at Nad al
Sheba Racecourse, were captured by
a pair of former South African-based
champions—each one sporting a pedi-
gree with noteworthy family ties.

The first of the two grass events,
the $5-million Dubai Duty Free (UAE-
G1), was captured by Jay Peg. The
front-runner fought back after being
headed in midstretch to score a gal-
lant half-length victory over French classic winner Darjina while low-
ering the course record for 1,777 meters (8.83 furlongs) to 1:46.20.

Less than one hour later, Sun Classique became the first female in
11 runnings to win the $5-million Nakheel Dubai Sheema Classic (UAE-
G1), completing the 2,400 meters (11.93 furlongs) in 2:27.45.

Jay Peg and Sun Classique were South Africa’s champion three-
year-old male and filly, respectively, for the 2006-'07 season.

Bred by High Season Stud in the Western
Cape, South Africa, Jay Peg hails from the
first crop of the A.P. Indy stallion Camden
Park, who succumbed to toxic shock from
a ruptured cecum in June 2007.

Jay Peg is out of Laptop Lady, whose
immediate family can best be described as
uncelebrated.

Perhaps akey, then, to this pedigree is his
SUN CLASSIQUE broodmare sire, Al Mufti, a half brother to
the dam of Jay Peg’s paternal grandsire, A.P. Indy, thus creating 4x3
inbreeding to their common dam, Lassie Dear.

That pattern is reminiscent of 2005 champion two-year-old male Ste-
vie Wonderboy, who was by the A.P. Indy stallion Stephen Got Even
and featured a 3x3 duplication of Lassie Dear’s daughter Weekend
Surprise.

Sun Classique, on the other hand, was bred in Australia by her part-
owner, Lionel Cohen. From a distinguished Antipodean family, Sun
Classique’s grandam is a Group 1 winner. Her fourth dam produced
leading Australian sire Century.

Sun Classique’s sire, Fuji Kiseki, is an unbeaten Japanese two-year-
old champion. Interestingly, his fourth dam, Milan Mill, also produced
influential sire Mill Reef, who also appears in Sun Classique’s pedigree
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as the broodmare sire of Last Tycoon (Ire).

That breeding pattern reappeared the day after the Dubai Sheema
Classic when Fuji Kiseki’s son Fine Grain won Japan’s Takamat-
sunomiya Kinen (Jpn-G1) on March 30. Fine Grain’s grandam is by

Mill Reef, creating a similar duplication of Milan Mill.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los
Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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