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Mother—to—be My Baby Baby finally makes the grade

In her 30th and perhaps final career start, My Baby Baby earned
that elusive first graded stakes victory, gamely holding off a couple
of late challenges to score a neck victory in the $113,900 Early Times
Mint Julep Handicap (G3) on June 11 at Churchill Downs.

Saving her best for last, the six-year old Bernstein mare prevailed
in the 1%emile turf event while in foal to two-time Horse of the Year
CurlinonaFebruary 12 cover.

Bred in Kentucky by E. H.
Beau Lane III, also breeder of
her dam, My Baby Baby was
purchased at the 2006 Fasig-
Tipton Kentucky fall yearling
sale for $50,000.

She is one of three winners
from as many starters out of
the unraced Wavering Monarch
mare Sarah Darling, a half sis-
ter to Italian two-year-old high-
weight and 2006 Oaks d’Ttalia (Ity-G1) winner Dionisia, by Tejano Run.

Further back, our subject’s female family contains little of note. In
fact, My Baby Baby and Dionisia are, by far, the most celebrated mem-
bers of their tail-female line since the former’s seventh dam, On Hand,
produced 1943 handicap co-champion Market Wise and 1943 Coaching
Club American Oaks winner Too Timely.

My Baby Baby hails from the fourth North American crop of the
versatile Storm Cat sire Bernstein, flagship stallion for Castleton Lyons
in Lexington.

A smartly bred multiple Irish Group 3 winner, Bernstein spent his
first seven years at stud shuttling to Argentina, where he was the coun-
try’s leading sire in 2006 and 2007. His son, Storm Mayor, became the
first back-to-back winner of South America’s most prestigious race,
the Gran Premio Carlos Pellegrini (Arg-G1) in 60 years and was named
Argentina’s 2006 Horse of the Year.

My Baby Baby’s pedigree represents another textbook example of the
virtues ofinbreeding to the family of the sire. In this case, Bernstein traces
back to his fourth dam, the outstanding racemare and matron Busanda,
a key granddaughter of the premier American matriarch *La Troienne.
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Victress in the 1950 Alabama Stakes, the 1951 Suburban Handicap

as well as consecutive runnings of the grueling Saratoga Cup in 1951
and 1952 , Busanda, by War Admiral, is best known as the dam of the
greatrunner and sire Buckpasser, who appearsin our subject’s pedigree
as the broodmare sire of Wavering Monarch.

Inbreeding to Busanda is, indeed, a recurrent pattern among Bern-
stein’s best offspring. So far, five ofhis 11 North American graded stakes
winners have been out of broodmares carrying Buckpasser blood.

Bernstein, similarly, enjoyed a disproportionate level of success
with his Argentine-bred runners when he was crossed with the daughters
and granddaughters of the Buckpasser stallion Egg Toss.

Justplaying to one’s strengths, complements of *La Troienne’s long
and influential reach.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist and author living in Los

Angeles. More of his work is available at http://www.equicross.com.
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