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PEDIGREE PROFILE

by Rommy Faversham

Rather than face his ultratough stablemate
Pleasantly Perfect at Santa Anita Park in the San

Antonio Handicap
(G2) on Saturday,
Olmodavor was
shipped to Louis-
iana by the red-hot
Richard Mandella
where he cap-
tured the $100,000
Whirlaway Hand-

icap (G3) on Sunday at Fair Grounds. 
The five-year-old bay son of A.P. Indy won

the 11⁄16-mile contest by three-quarters of a
length, running his record to five wins in 11
starts, which includes a victory in the Native
Diver Handicap (G3) at Hollywood Park on
December 6. 

Bred in Kentucky by Wertheimer and Frere,
Olmodavor is a half brother to the Seattle Slew
filly Slow Down, a stakes winner. Their dam,
the El Gran Senor mare Corrazona, was a two-
time Group 3 winner in France before returning
to the United States where she annexed three
stakes including the 1994 Beverly Hills Hand-
icap (G1), beating champions Hollywood Wild-
cat and Flawlessly. Corrazona is a half sister
to Grade 1 winner Thirty Six Red, by Slew o’
Gold. Olmodavor’s extended family is anchored
by his sixth dam, the great Claiborne matri-
arch Bourtai (1942). 

Olmodavor’s sire, A.P. Indy, has left ab-
solutely no doubt who Seattle Slew’s best son
is. From nine crops and 650 foals of racing
age, A.P. Indy has sired 59 stakes winners
(9%) including 13 North American Grade 1
winners.

The Seattle Slew male line has done par-
ticularly well with the Bourtai family. Olmo-

davor’s pedigree is reminiscent of Aptitude, a
multiple Grade 1-winning son of A.P. Indy who
is out of a daughter of Northern Dancer from
a Buckpasser mare, who is a granddaughter
of Bourtai.

Rommy Faversham is a pedigree specialist
and author living in Los Angeles. More of his
work is available at http://www.equicross.com.

Boldnesian 63

Reason to Earn 63

Poker 63

Fair Charmer 59

Bold Ruler 54

Somethingroyal 52

Buckpasser 63

Gay Missile 67

Nearctic 54

Natalma 57

Buckpasser 63

Best in Show 65

Prince John 53

Peroxide Blonde 60

Tom Fool 49

Golden Sari 56

Bold Reasoning 68
61 fls, 10 SWs
SI 4.95 DI=3.80

My Charmer 69
12 fls, 4 SWs
DI=0.94

Secretariat 70
653 fls, 56 SWs
SI 3.46 DI=3.00

Lassie Dear 74
13 fls, 4 SWs
DI=2.11

Northern Dancer 61
635 fls, 147 SWs
SI 5.82 DI=3.00

Sex Appeal 70
16 fls, 3 SWs
DI=1.15

Stage Door Johnny 65
582 fls, 51 SWs
SI 2.54 DI=0.75

Royal Folly 66
10 fls, 3 SWs
DI=2.37

Seattle Slew 74
14 wins, $1,208,726
Champion
1033 fls, 108 SWs
SI 4.90 DI=2.14

Weekend Surprise 80
7 wins, $402,892, SW
14 fls, 3 SWs
DI=2.64

El Gran Senor 81
7 wins, $502,819
Champion
397 fls, 55 SWs
SI 3.19 DI=2.43

Heartbreak 81
1 win, $8,930
12 fls, 2 SWs
DI=0.54

A.P. Indy 89
592 fls, 59 SWs
SI 4.04 DI=2.54

Corrazona 90
5 fls, 2 SWs
DI=0.95

Olmodavor, b. h., 1999
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Olmodavor boasts similar breeding to two-time Grade 1 winner Aptitude

At several different times last season, Aldebaran added value and
heightened interest in his stud career. Three Grade 1 wins between

seven furlongs and one mile and five over-
all victories in eight starts equated to the
Eclipse Award for champion sprinter. 

Now as the six-year-old son of Mr.
Prospector prepares for his first season,
Darby Dan Farm near Lexington has lined
up a book of mares with a goal of contin-
uing that trend. Darby Dan Managing Part-
ner John Phillips and Bloodstock Services
Consultant Davant Latham sought out
mares with Northern Dancer, Storm Cat,
or Seattle Slew in their pedigrees. Phillips
also favored mares with a Roberto-North-
ern Dancer cross. Roberto stood at Darby
Dan. 

Among the mares booked to Aldebaran
is 1999 champion turf female Soaring Softly, a granddaughter of Roberto
whose dam, Wings of Grace, also produced Grade 1 winner Plenty of
Grace. Soaring Softly’s grandam, Far Beyond, is by Northern Dancer’s
son Nijinsky II. 

“We did quite a bit of research both from a statistical point of view
and a human one, and the results weren’t terribly surprising,” Phillips
said. “From my perspective, [Darby Dan] hasn’t had a horse of this

magnitude retire here since Roberto. Being a son of Mr. P speaks vol-
umes to his potential.” 

Aldebaran is one of five Eclipse Award winners retiring to stud in
2004. He will stand for $50,000 for the property of a syndicate, which
will limit his book to 125 mares.—Ed DeRosa

For more, click here.

Darby Dan ready for Aldebaran’s first season at stud
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o Upcoming stakes
Saturday, February 7

DONN H. (G1), GP, $500,000, 9f, 3&up.
STRUB S. (G2), SA, $300,000, 9f, 4yo.
DAVONA DALE S. (G2), GP, $150,000, 8.5f, 3yof.
SAN VICENTE S. (G2), SA, $150,000, 7f, 3yo.
DEPUTY MINISTER H. (G3), GP, $100,000, 6.5f, 3&up.
Louisiana Premier Night Championship S., DeD, $200,000, 8.5f, 3&up.
Louisiana Premier Night Distaff, DeD, $150,000, 8f, 3&upf&m.
Turf Paradise Breeders’ Cup H., TuP, $150,000, 8.5fT, 3&up.
Louisiana Premier Night Prince S., DeD, $125,000, 7f, 3yo.
Louisiana Premier Night Starlet S., DeD, $125,000, 7f, 3yof.
Tanforan H., GG, $100,000, 8.5fT, 4&up.
Endeavour S., Tam, $100,000, 8.5fT, 4&upf&m.
Louisiana Premier Night Sprint S., DeD, $100,000, 5f, 3&up.
Louisiana Premier Night Matron S., DeD, $100,000, 5f, 3&upf&m.
Turf Paradise Derby, TuP, $100,000, 8.5f, 3yo.
Arizona Oaks, TuP, $75,000, 8.5f, 3yof.
Whirlaway S., Aqu, $75,000, 8.5f, 3yo.
Goss L. Stryker S., Lrl, $75,000, 7f, 3yo.

http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/todaysnews/newsview.asp?recno=41976&subsec=6

